
Billy Joe Baer
August 3, 1952 - June 20, 2020

Billy Joe Baer, 67 of Kearney passed away Saturday, June 20, 2020 at CHI
Good Samaritan Hospital in Kearney. Memorial services will be held 10:00
a.m. Saturday, July 11, 2020 at Kearney First United Methodist Church with
the Rev. Alan Davis officiating. Interment will follow at Kearney Cemetery. A
visitation will be held 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Friday July 10th at O’Brien Straatmann
Redinger Funeral Home in Kearney. 

 

Billy Joe Baer was born August 3, 1952 in Kearney, Nebraska to Herbert and
Belva (Gillming) Baer. He was raised in Kearney and received his education
from Kearney High School, graduating with the class of 1970. In 1972, Billy
Joe was united in marriage to Tracy Sisler in Kearney, NE. To this union, two
children were blessed: Brian and Leslie. 

 

Billy Joe's fierce work ethic was instilled at a young age growing up and
working on a family farm just north of Kearney. At age 17 he began work for
Monarch Construction and quickly rose to the rank of Concrete and Steel
Crew Foreman. In 1974 he began his career at Eaton Corporation as an Auto
Tender. His final 6 years, he was a Gauge Room Attendant. During his 35-
year career at Eaton, Billy Joe received several attendance awards including
one 10 year perfect attendance recognition. 

 

Following retirement in 2008. Billy Joe's hobbies included prairie dog hunting,



bird watching, yardwork and doing projects around the house. He enjoyed
spending time with his granddaughters, family, friends and classmates. 

 

He was a Kearney Fire Department and Rescue Squad volunteer from 1974-
1977. Billy Joe was also a lifelong member and neighbor of the Kearney First
United Methodist Church. He regularly helped with the church yardwork and
snow removal. 

 

Left to cherish his memory are his son, Brian Baer and fiancé, Jessica
Galaska of Kearney; daughter, Leslie Cook and husband, Court of Scottsbluff;
grandchildren, McKenna Baer, Lily Cook, Riley Cook and Josephine Galaska;
brother, Danny Baer and wife, Peggy of Kearney; sisters, Marilyn VanVleet
and husband, Rod and Nancy Brehm all of Kearney; as well as many nieces,
nephews, cousins and extended family and friends. 

 

Billy Joe was preceded in death by his parents and brother-in-law, Tim Brehm.

Memorials are suggested to the Kearney First United Methodist Church.
Condolences may be shared online at www.osrfh.com. Services are entrusted
to O’Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral and Cremation Services.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 10. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

O'Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral Homes and Cremations
4115 Ave N
Kearney, NE 68847
(308) 234-3500
info@osrfh.com
https://www.osrfh.com

Memorial Service

JUL 11. 10:00 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
4500 Linden Drive
Kearney, NE 68847

mailto:info@osrfh.com
https://www.osrfh.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 08:01 AM

Billy Joe Baer

June 24, 2020 at 11:04 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Billy Joe Baer.

nancy goddard - June 24, 2020 at 06:19 PM

Oh Marilyn I’m so sorry about your brother. Nancy Goddard

June 23, 2020 at 09:36 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Billy Joe Baer.

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 23, 2020 at 05:11 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Billy Joe Baer.

Deb Thacker - June 22, 2020 at 06:32 PM

Many memories of when I would come out to the farm or the house
in town to visit Nancy. The 3 of us had a lot of fun. 
Condolences to your family. 
Deb Carson Thacker

Alan Oran - June 22, 2020 at 10:50 AM

I remember Billy being calm and soft-spoken nearly all the time. 
 Billy had a big old green car he drove into Kearney every school

day. And many, many, times he drove me to Bike's hamburgers on
south 2nd Ave, so we could have a more exciting lunch than the
day's cafeteria fare. 

 In the beginning I think his license only authorized him to drive to
school and back - not to drive during lunch. So we thought we were
pretty bad characters.

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

