
Charles Edward Mefferd
March 9, 1938 - January 4, 2026

Charles Edward Mefferd of Kearney, Nebraska, passed away on January 4,
2026, from complications of Parkinson’s disease at the Central Nebraska
Veterans Home in Kearney. 

 

Born on March 9, 1938, in New York, NY, Charles was the son of Ralph Leroy
Mefferd, Sr. and Dorothy Idora (Dodds) Mefferd. He spent his early years in
Roslyn, NY, and Ainsworth, NE, following his father’s work with the American
Museum of Natural History. He graduated salutatorian in 1956 from Ainsworth
High School, where he played football and baseball, and enlisted in the U.S.
Marine Corps in 1957. 

 

That same year he married Leona Emry. After his military service, they
returned home and Charlie soon began his career with the telephone
company, moving to several western Nebraska towns. Together they raised
four children: Kathleen, Brett, Chad, and Shawna. In 1986, Charles married
Janice (Brown) McGinley in Valentine, welcoming four stepchildren into his
life: Robert, Cyndi, Rodney, and Myndi. Their journey together took them from
Valentine to Bellevue, Grand Island, and eventually to retirement in Harlingen,
TX. 

 

Charles built a long career with the telephone company, rising from linesman
to management in various Nebraska districts and briefly in Houston, TX. He



later enjoyed a second career in management with MCI. A passionate
musician, Charles played guitar in several country bands and shared his love
of music with his children. He was also an enthusiastic sportsman—coaching
youth teams, playing softball, golfing with Janice, and cheering on the
Cornhuskers. 

 

Charlie was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather. He was preceded in
death by his wife Janice; brother Ralph Jr.; mother Dorothy; stepfather Frank
Kaiser; and father Ralph Sr. He is survived by his children Kathleen Emry
Mefferd, Brett, Chad (Elaine), Shawna Mefferd Kelty; stepchildren Cyndi
McNaught (Tom), Robert (Denise), Rodney (Jolene Keck-McGinley), and
Myndi McGinley-Gunnink (Jay); along with numerous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

A memorial service will be held on January 8, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church in Kearney, NE, with Pastor Sean Dougherty officiating.
Inurnment will follow at a later date at Mt. Hope Cemetery in Valentine. 

Donations may be made in Charlie’s name to the Wounded Warrior Project.
Condolences may be shared online at www.osrfh.com. Services are entrusted
to O’Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral and Cremation Services.
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Memorial Service

JAN 8. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Baptist Church
3610 6th Ave
Kearney, NE 68845
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Diane B. - January 08 at 04:31 PM

Diane B. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Charles Edward
Mefferd.

Jim and Barb Holmes - January 07 at 11:41 PM

We enjoyed many fun times with Charlie and Jan at Park Place in
TX. He was a kind gentle man. May he rest in peace.

January 07 at 09:52 AM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Charles Edward Mefferd.

Grandkids and Great-grandkids - January 07 at 09:52 AM

Grandkids and Great-grandkids planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Charles Edward Mefferd.

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




KF

DD

MG

January 06 at 11:52 AM

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family
of Charles Edward Mefferd.

Kathy, Brett, Chad, Shawna & family - January 06 at 11:52 AM

Kathy, Brett, Chad, Shawna & family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Charles Edward Mefferd.

Dale Dunse - January 05 at 10:54 PM

My wife Margaret and I send our condolance's to Charlie Medford's
family and Friends. Charlie was a very good friend of ours. We
worked for many years at park place together, where we also played
music together. We have greatly missed Charlie since he left park
place.

Malinda G. - January 05 at 10:14 PM

Malinda G. purchased the Country Basket Bloom
s for the family of Charles Edward Mefferd.

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sykes’s - January 05 at 07:56 PM

Sykes’s purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Charles Edward Mefferd.

Sykes’s - January 05 at 07:56 PM

Sykes’s planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Charles Edward
Mefferd.

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

