
Elton Weston
January 25, 1932 - May 6, 2011

Elton Weston Kearney resident Elton L. Weston, 79 of Kearney died Friday,
May 6, 2011 at the Good Samaritan Hospital in Kearney. A Memorial Service
will be held 10:30 A.M. Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at O'Brien-Straatmann Funeral
Home. Interment will take place 2:30 P.M. Tuesday at Fort McPherson
National Cemetery with military honors provided by Offutt Air Force Honor
Guard. Memorials are suggested to the Gibbon American Legion Post # 310.
O'Brien-Straatmann Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. Online
condolences or personal reflections may be submitted at www.osafh.com
Elton Lawrence Weston was born January 25, 1932 in Gibbon, Nebraska to
Lawrence and Bernice Weston. He attended District #18 and played on the
Gibbon baseball team. After graduating from Gibbon High School in 1948, he
went to Nebraska Wesleyan University, majoring in Chemistry. Elton was
united in marriage to Beverly Cobleigh in December of 1953. Upon graduating
from Wesleyan, he joined the Air Force, hoping to fly fighter planes. He was
first stationed at Otis Air Force Base on Cape Cod in Massachusetts. Next, he
went to Thule Airbase in northern Greenland. He was in the Air Defense
Command and flying interceptor planes over the frozen arctic North Pole
region. While in Greenland he lived in a well insulated ice house and flew the
F-89 known as the “Lead Sled.” Elton returned to the States and was then
stationed at Paine Field near Seattle, Washington. In 1961 as a Captain, he
was sent to Command and Staff College in Montgomery, Alabama for a year.
He was glad to finish his courses and was stationed at Hahn Airbase,



Germany, with the 496th Fighter Interceptor Squadron. After three years in
Germany, Elton was sent to DePauw University at Greencastle, Indiana, to
serve as a ROTC Instructor. Elton was anxious to get back to a flying
assignment, so at the age of 37, he volunteered to go to Vietnam. He joined
the 559th Tactical Fighter Squadron, known as the “Billy Goat Squadron” at
Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam. Elton flew the newest USAF fighter bombers, the F-
4’s in 176 combat missions for close air support with Army and Marine
soldiers such as “Troops in contact, friendly forces being overrun, or supply
convoys spotted by friendly forces.” After Elton’s tour in Vietnam, he was an
instructor for 9 months teaching about close air support at Fort Walton Beach,
Florida. Elton was selected to be the Air Attaché to Afghanistan and was sent
to Washington D.C. for language school and trained to pilot a twin engine
airplane, the C-131 Embassy airplane out of Kabul, Afghanistan. He worked
for the Ambassador and flew missions throughout central Asia from June
1972 to July 1974. His last station was Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New
Mexico where he flew C-131’s transport airplanes in support of F-111 Tactical
Fighter/Bomber station there. In 1975, Elton retired at the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel after 22 years in the Air Force and moved back to Nebraska, close to
his family. His awards include the Air Force Commendation Medal,
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with 10 Oak Clusters and the Vietnam
Vietnamese Service medal with a Bronze Star. He and Beverly bought a Fixed
Base Operation in Kearney named Midway Aviation and became responsible
for renting airplanes, hosting a flight training school, instructing and flying
charter flights as well as flying for the Nebraska Fish and Wildlife bird-counts
in the spring. He sold and retired from Midway Aviation after 20 years. His
hobbies included flying, painting and writing of his experiences in the Air
Force. Elton is survived by his wife, Beverly of Kearney; sons, Dr. Lawrence
Weston and his wife, Kate of Simpsonville, SC, John Weston and his wife,
Anna-Maria of Sugar Land, TX, Dr. Mark Weston and his wife, Jeanette of
Portland, OR, Dr. Michael Weston and his wife, Susan of Omaha; 10
grandchildren; brother, Dr. Irving Weston and his wife, Bobbi of Sisters, OR;



sisters, LaVonne Pedersen and her husband, John of Newnan, GA, Janice
Funkey and her husband, Glen of Abilene, TX; 14 nieces and nephews. Elton
was preceded in death by his parents.
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Elton Weston

Joby Cleary - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Dear Bev, I am so sorry to hear of Elton's passing. I don't know if
you recall Ed and myself at Paine but I remember you well. Ed
passed away in 2004 at the age of 77. I'm sure you won't have
trouble believing he was in the midst of building an airplane...1920's
Pietenpol. May the Lord bless you and your family....Joby

Dallas Smith - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Bev, My sincere condolences on Curly's passing. I lost Jackie 15
Nov, so know you will be enduring a tough transition. We had some
really great times at Paine and those fond memories are treasures
we will always keep, even in these trying times. Please accept an e-
mail hug from me.

Brad Howard - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Bev I want you to know how sorry my wife Michele and myself are
at the loss of Elton. I earned my wings under Elton at Midway
Aviation in 1985. I was very lucky to have learned from the best pilot
in the state of Nebraska. Elton taught me to not only fly he showed
me by example how to be a safe responsible pilot. Elton my you rest
in peace. Your Friend and Fellow Pilot Brad & Michele Howard
Litchfield, NE.
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Mark & Marilyn Van Gestel - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.

Saadat Hosseini - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Our sympathy and prayers go to you. It has been great to have
known him all these years. He will truly be missed. God bless his
soul. The Hosseini’s

Larry Carstenson - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Bev, and family, I just wanted you to know how much "Wes" and
you, Bev, helped me when I first began my second career at UNK
as Director of the Airway Science Program. You were both so
helpful and so willing to go that extra step to support a new aviation
ground school instructor. I will always miss Wes.

Eric Lomas (Class of 2014) - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Dr. Weston, my prayers are with you and your family as you mourn
the loss of your father. May God bless you and keep you during
these trying times.

Jim B. Paschall - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Curly Weston was a long time friend and fellow warrior. I hold him at
the highest degree of esteem that can be bestowed--my buddy.
Rest in peace, Curly. Janice and I send to, Bev, the boys, and all
who suffer this great loss; our condolences. Jim & Janice Paschall
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Kent Ingram - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Sad to hear of Wes' passing. He was a big man with a big heart and
was a great teacher. I'm priviledged to be one of the many that he
brought into aviation, my favorite quote, when asked about
Cessna's: "How many birds have you ever seen with the wings on
the bottom?!"


