Gerald Janzen
July 30, 1944 - November 27, 2010

Gerald Daniel Janzen, 66 of Kearney, NE died Saturday, November 27, 2011
at his home in Kearney, NE. Funeral services will be held in Kearney on
Thursday, December 2 at 10:30 am at New Life Assembly with Pastors Bob
Wine and Roger Wendt officiating. Interment will be at the Hampton Cemetery
in Hampton, NE at 2:30 pm. Visitation will be from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 1 at O’Brien ?" Straatmann Funeral Home in Kearney
and also one hour before the service at the church. Memorials are suggested
to The American Heart Association. Online condolences or personal
reflections may be submitted at osafh.com. O'Brien - Straatmann Funeral
Home of Kearney is in charge of arrangements. Gerald was born on July 30,
1944 in York, NE to Daniel and Linda (Regeir) Janzen. He grew up in
Hampton, NE. He received his elementary education from District 81 Country
school through the 5th grade. He attended Jr. and Sr. High in Hampton and
graduated in 1963. He attended JUKO College in Hutchison, KS for one year
and then returned to the family farm to farm with his father Daniel Janzen. He
was united in marriage to Francine Nelson on September 25, 1965 in
Hampton, NE. They made their home north of Hampton, where they farmed
until 1977. While in Hampton he served on the Hampton Coop Board as well
as a trustee at the United Lutheran Church. Gerald and his family moved to
O’Neill, NE and several other towns in Nebraska until 1980 when they moved
to Sargent, NE to return to his first love of farming. He and Francine farmed
near Sargent until 1989, when they moved to Kearney, NE. There he worked



in sales until he began his own trucking business. He owned and operated
several trucks, leasing them on at Lindsay Transportation hauling pivots from
coast to coast as well as farming the family farm at Hampton NE. Gerald loved
the open road and made many friends along the way but always looked
forward to returning home to his family. After retiring due to declining health he
spent his last years enjoying time with family and friends. He looked forward
to his visits to the coffee shop with the "guys". If given the choice, one of his
favorite places to take his wife to dinner was still the "truck stop". Gerald was
never without a story and didn’t know a stranger. He loved people and being
around others. He was known to always lend a helping hand. Gerald's faith
was very important to him. He accepted Christ at a young age at a Youth for
Christ Tent Meeting in Aurora. As a teenager he and his sister Sandra would
ride the train from Aurora to Lexington to attend church camp at the Assembly
of God Campgrounds every summer. He was baptized at Covenant Cedars
Bible Camp. He attended New Life Assembly in Kearney, NE. Gerald is
survived by his wife Francine Janzen, of Kearney; his daughter Michelle Risk
and her husband Joe of Kearney; his son David Janzen of Petersburg, NE; his
youngest daughter Kerri Koenig and her husband Brian of Lincoln, NE; and
his sister Sandra Hall and her husband Ron of Norfolk, NE. Other survivors
include his grandchildren Daniel, Grace, Brent, and Shawn Janzen, Sophie
Koenig and Zak and Kaz Risk. He was preceded in death by both parents,
Daniel and Linda Janzen.
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January 28, 2023 at 08:01 AM

Fran and family, We were so sorry to hear about Jerry. He was a
great guy- always willing to help a neighbor with a smile. We were
privledged to know him. You have been in our thoughts and prayers.
God Bless!

Dan and Beth Slagle - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Kerri and family, So sorry to hear of your loss. | know how special
your father was and | know he'll be greatly missed. | remember how
he was always quick with a smile or tease. Prayers are with you
during this difficult time. Always, Shavon (Carson) Rosenthal

Shavon (Carson) Rosenthal - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Francine and Family, | remember Jerry calling you "Frannie” and
hearing the affection in his voice. The two of you cultivated your
love and were a shining example of what a marriage should be. He
had great loves: wife and family, farming, trucking, friends, all
founded in his love of God. Jerry always brought a smile to my face.
I am sorry for your loss and you are in my thoughts and prayers.
God bless. Lee

Lee Martin Marshall - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM



Our sympathy goes out to your family. Please know that you are all
in our prayers during this hard time. John & Gail Slagle, Sargent,

NE

Gail & John Slagle - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

"Short" was always like an uncle to me because he was like a
brother to my dad, John. | have such vivid memories of his smiling
face and how he radiated the love of Jesus. My heart goes out to
the family but it is so comforting to know that we all share a
personal relationship with Christ and can never be separated! | love

you family! Dawn, Tye, and Taryn
Dawn Janzen - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Our love and prayers to you. We have high respect for Jerry...how
he lived his life....how he loved all of you. God Bless You! Sheri &

JD

JD & Sheri Rickertsen - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM



