James Walker
August 17, 1927 - March 4, 2011

James D. Walker, 83 of Lincoln and formerly of Kearney and Overton area,
died Friday, March 4th at Bryan LGH Medical Center East in Lincoln. Funeral
services will be 10:30 AM, Thursday at First Lutheran Church in Kearney. The
Revs. Eric Lesher and Rebecca Craig will officiate. Interment will be 2:30 PM
at Westerville Cemetery. Visitation will be 5-7pm, Wednesday at O'Brien
Straatmann Funeral Home in Kearney and one hour prior to service time at
the church. Memorials are suggested to the church. On-line condolences may
be submitted to osafh.com. O'Brien Straatmann Funeral Home in Kearney is
in charge of arrangements. He was born August 17, 1927 in Omaha, NE at
the Methodist Hospital. Shortly thereafter he came to make and be a part of
the home of James and Nina (Leach) Walker who resided in the Westerville
community of Custer County, NE. Jim attended a one-room country grade
school and graduated from Ansley High School class of 1945. At an early age
he confessed Christ as his personal savior and was baptized into the
membership of the Methodist Church, the denomination he held most of his
life. Because his parents were not of good health, Jim elected to stay on the
farm thus he was given deferment from military service following WWII. In the
winter months, he worked as a mechanic in Broken Bow, NE. On June 6,
1948, he was united in marriage to Elaine Berdeen Moore at the United
Brethren Church in Broken Bow and made their home on a farm in The
Westerville community. Three children were born to this union, Carolyn Jo,
James D. Jr, and Janet Elaine. In 1957 the family left Westerville and moved



to farm and ranch in the Cumro community. In 1963, the Walkers had an
auction of their equipment and livestock and moved to Kearney where Jim
entered Kearney State College graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Education in 1967. Jim felt called to the Christian ministry but upon graduation
the door to this vocation appeared closed therefore the family moved to
Overton where Jim began a teaching career, a career combined with ministry
which would be his lot in life for the next 25 years. Continuing his education,
he received his first Master of Arts degree in 1969, his second Masters in
1974 and his Specialist degree in 1982. He had also pursued graduate
studies at the University of NE at Lincoln. In 1965 he was appointed to be the
first Baptist Campus Minister at Kearney State College, a position he held till
he graduated. Also in 1965 he was appointed pastor of the Baptist Church in
Glenvil and the Community Church of Juniata and served these churches for
the next nine years. Jim served various churches on a part time or interim
basis the remainder of his life, even after retirement. For a year he served as
associate pastor of the Southeastern Nebraska Parish of the United Methodist
Church and moved to similar role in the North East Nebraska Parish. Those
who knew him best as a school administrator remarked that the Holy Bible
were always in view on his desk. He lived his faith. Jim served some of the
educational needs of young people in eight school districts as a teacher,
counselor, Principal and finally as Superintendent. In 1992 at the age of 65,
Jim retired from the position of Superintendent of Schools in Stapleton. He
and Elaine moved back to Overton where he took up woodworking and
restoring old Farmall tractors. In January 2003 Jim and Elaine moved to
Kearney following the tragic death of their daughter Janet where they made a
second home for their grandchildren. They joined the First Lutheran Church
where their daughter and grandchildren were members. While Jim was active
in education, he held memberships in the Nebraska Council of School
Administrators, The Nebraska State School Board Association and the
Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association. Upon his retirement the
Stapleton Public Schools presented him with a lifetime membership to the



Nebraska Council of Retired School Administrators. Wherever possible, he
was an active member of the local Lion’s Club International. Jim leaves to
morn his passing his loving wife Elaine of 63 years, daughter Carolyn Jo
Lippire of Moreno Valley, CA, son James Walker Jr. of Lincoln, NE, three
grandchildren, Kristi Linn Lippire of Los Angeles, CA, Melissa Jo Wamsley of
Kearney, Richard Michael Wamsley of Kearney, great grandson, Daniel
Hernandez, plus many relatives and friends. He was preceded in death by his
parents and his daughter, Janet Elaine.



Tribute Wall

James Walker

January 28, 2023 at 08:01 AM

My mom (Lucille Hunnicutt) received a letter from Elaine today and
it stated in there of Jim's passing. Thanks to the internet | did a
search and found this obituary. Jim was well loved by our family
from the time he and Elaine lived in Giltner. Jim had a special place
in my heart as a caring principal. Our love and prayers go out to the
family. We do not have a "clear" return address for Elaine, so please
email if possible.

Wanda Mecone - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

| was very sad read about Mr. Walker in the paper. He was a truely
wonderful person and played a big part in my life. He was a great
freind and neighbor to my parents, Henry and Viola Wagener in
Overton. He was my High School teacher and counseler in the early
70's in Overton, and of course Janet was one of my best freinds.

We were room mates in Kearney for many years after high school.
Jim was always so good natured and wise. Someone you could sit
and talk to about the simple or dificult things of life - a great person.
He will be missed.

Carol Wagener - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM



My heart goes out to each and every one of you for your loss. It was
a surprise and a sad, sad loss. Jim was a fine friend and confidant
to me over the years and | appreciated his care and concern during
my own trials and losses. He will be missed much, remembered
fondly, never forgotten. He touched many lives in an good way.
Prayers of comfort and light, Peg Holen

Peg Holen - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Dear Elaine and family, | was sorry to read about Rev. Walker's
passing. He had a positive influence on my life as well as many
others when he was the pastor at Juniata Community Church. My
thoughts and prayers are with you.

Mary Gangwish - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

We were sorry to read about Jim's death in the newspaper, we
didn't know he was in such poor health. Our prayers are with the
family. If there is anything we can do please let us know, we loved
Jim, too. God be with you Elaine and remember that | love you.
Your brother, Paul

Paul Moore and family - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Dear Elaine & family: Our thoughts and prayers are with you in the
loss of Jim. Always enjoyed visiting with both of you. We were
always thankful that we knew that "Blue" had a good home.
Remembering a very "special” person. May God give you comfort at
this time.

Craig & Bernita Meads - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM



