
Jerry E. Martenson
October 9, 1956 - March 3, 2016

Jerry E. Martenson, 59 of Kearney died Thursday, March 3, 2016 at CHI
Health Good Samaritan Hospital in Kearney. Funeral Services will be 10:30
a.m. Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at Zion Lutheran Church in Kearney with the
Reverend Victor Rasmussen officiating. Interment will follow at Kearney
Cemetery. Visitation will be 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Monday at the O’Brien
Straatmann Redinger Funeral Home in Kearney and one hour prior to the
service at the church. 

 

Jerry Edward Martenson was born October 9, 1956 in Kearney to Gilbert M.
and Anna H. (Grams) Martenson. He was the youngest of 5 children. Jerry
was baptized at Zion Lutheran Church in Kearney on November 4, 1956. He
grew up in Kearney where he attended Zion Lutheran School and graduated
from Kearney High School in 1974. As a young man, Jerry began to work with
his brother John, at the Orlo Murrish Stables at the corner of Highway 30 and
Cottonmill Ave, where he trained horses and coordinated trail rides. He would
soon be pursuing his passion for baseball. He was a team member of the
Kearney Midgets in 1973, and was catcher for the Kearney Legion in 1974-
1975, leading the way to many championships throughout his teenage years.
He was known to many as Munch and Pebbles, nicknames that his friends
gave him early in his years. Jerry was an expert at the rules of baseball and
was never shy in sharing his knowledge of the rule book. 

 



On June 1, 1985, Jerry was united in marriage to Nancy Lynn Broadwell in
Kearney, NE. They spent the next 30 years together. This union was blessed
with 4 children. His lifelong dream of travelling to New York City to see the
Yankees play in Yankee Stadium, and a visit to the baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, NY was shared with his wife early in their marriage. As his boys
were growing up, Jerry was involved with Kearney Little League Baseball. He
coached many youth in the Kearney area, always encouraging their skills,
building teamwork and helping them to be their best. He recognized the talent
that each team member brought to the plate, and never missed an opportunity
to share his passion of baseball. 

 

After high school Jerry worked for Baldwin Manufacturing in the shipping
department and Delux Grain Dryers as a truck driver. He graduated in 1983
from Central Community College in Hastings as a Diesel Mechanic and was
employed by Cummins Central Power in Kearney for 20 years. He then
worked part time doing home improvement projects with Steve Duennerman.
For the past 6 years he worked during harvest for Victor Rasmussen of
Riverdale. He enjoyed being outside and sharing a good joke with his boss.
Last spring Jerry worked for Craig Wietjes and Pioneer Seed where he
delivered orders to area farmers. 

 

Jerry was a huge fan of the Oklahoma Sooners, Green Bay Packers and New
York Yankees. Yankees catcher Thurmon Munson was his hero. He enjoyed
watching western movies, his Black LTD, Cruise Night, grilling, coaching
baseball, collecting baseball cards, hunting, growing tomatoes, owning horses
and cattle, the sale barn, chocolate, pizza and pasta. 

 

He was a member of the Nebraska National Guard from 1976-1982, working
first in radio communications, and later in the vehicle maintenance section.
Jerry was a past member of the Wranglers horse club, and enjoyed parking
cars at the Buffalo County Fair. Most of all he enjoyed raising his children and



being an Amherst Bronco fan. 
 

Survivors include his wife, Nancy Martenson; sons Tyler and Jacob
Martenson; daughter Katelyn Martenson all of Kearney; his mother Anna
Martenson of Kearney; sisters Judy (Randy) Ahrens of Kearney, Jeanne
(George) Day of Amherst; brother, Jim (Diane) Martenson of Holdrege;
mother-in-law Beverly Broadwell of York; sister-in-law Rhonda (John) Bills of
Lincoln; brother-in-law Grant Broadwell and wife Dee of Thatcher, Arizona;
sister-in-law Judy Martenson Goss of Pleasanton. He is also survived by 17
nieces and nephews, 39 great nieces and nephews, as well as numerous
lifelong friends. 

 

Jerry was preceded in death by his infant daughter Haley Martenson, father
Gilbert Martenson; father-in-law James Broadwell; brother John Martenson;
and brother-in-law David Scott Broadwell. 

Memorials are suggested to Kearney Little League, Kearney American Legion
Baseball or the Amherst High School. Condolences may be shared online at
www.osrfh.com. O’Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Kearney Cemetery

4400 Avenue I
Kearney, NE 68847
(308) 233-3244

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 7. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

O'Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral Homes and Cremations
4115 Ave N
Kearney, NE 68847
(308) 234-3500
info@osrfh.com
https://www.osrfh.com

Funeral Service

MAR 8. 10:30 AM (CT)

Zion Lutheran Church
2421 Avenue C
Kearney, NE

mailto:info@osrfh.com
https://www.osrfh.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 08:01 AM

Jerry E. Martenson

March 31, 2016 at 02:32 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jerry E. Martenson.

mandi vasquez - March 07, 2016 at 09:59 PM

Nancy Katelyn and boys so sorry to hear of
Jerry's passing. My thoughts and prayers are
with you all.

March 07, 2016 at 01:12 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Jerry E. Martenson.

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Brenda Johnson-Judd - March 06, 2016 at 04:42 PM

So sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. Love and
prayers sent to you Nancy and your family. 

 Brenda & Bernie Judd

March 06, 2016 at 09:43 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Jerry E. Martenson.

Judy Miller - March 05, 2016 at 01:34 AM

Thinking of you Nancy and your family, thoughts and prayers. Judy
Miller

Debbie Ridder - March 04, 2016 at 08:13 PM

Thinking and praying for you, Nancy, and the kids. God bless each
of you with wonderful memories of times shared in the past.

Margo Coom - March 04, 2016 at 07:40 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with you all during this difficult time.
Love Margo (Hird) Cook and family.

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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judy goss - March 04, 2016 at 05:00 PM

My first memories of Jerry are such fun
memories he was just a little boy following his
big brother John everywhere. They had so
much love for one another. They are together
once again. Gone but never forgotten.

  
Judy Goss

Shelly Carroll - March 04, 2016 at 02:19 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you Nancy,
Tyler, Jacob, and Katelyn. 
Words seem inadequate in your loss of your
husband, father and friend. Our neighborhood
will not be the same. We will all miss seeing
Jerry "over the fence", driving his brown truck
or the old car down the gravel road, simply glancing over and giving
a wave, or sharing a beverage with the guys while discussing life or
nothing at all. 
Our hearts are heavy for all of you with Jerry passing. Please know
we are all here for you. Lean on your faith, family and friends. May
your memories give you comfort now and always. 

  
Dave & Shelly Carroll, 

 Drew Carroll, 
 Jenna Carroll

DeWane Dow - March 04, 2016 at 10:01 AM

Condolences from Christian Homes Staff & Residents in Holdrege. 
 My times are in your hands. -Psalm 31:15



GH

Gayla & Gene Hasenkamp - March 03, 2016 at 08:00 PM

Our thoughts and prayers to Nancy,Tyler, Jacob and Katelyn....we
love you and extend our sympathy to you and all family members of
our friend, Jerry....Know that our love and support is here for all of
you---always....Gayla & Gene Hasenkamp

PK

Patrick Kennedy - March 05, 2016 at 11:56 PM

Our prayers and condolences to your family at this time. Jerry's love of
the Yankees and Baseball is something I will always remember, lost my
share of wagers on my Dodgers vs his Yankees. May the hand of God
be with you and yours. Patrick Kennedy


