John McLane

August 9, 1938 - November 8, 2021

John Marle McLane, 83 of Kearney passed away Monday, November 8 at
Brookstone Gardens in Kearney. Memorial services will be 10:30 a.m.
Monday, November 15, 2021 at First Lutheran Church in Kearney with Rev.
Dr. Michelle Holley Carlson and Rev. Dr. Rick Carlson officiating. The service
will also be live streamed through the church website at https://firstlutherankea
rney.org/watch-live/.

Memorials are suggested to First Lutheran Church or to Chadron State
College Foundation. Condolences may be shared online at www.osrfh.com.
Services are entrusted to O’Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral and
Cremation Services.

John Marle McLane was born August 9, 1938 in Albert, Oklahoma to John W.
and Hazel Lee (Sensintaffer) McLane. He received his education at
Cambridge, Nebraska graduating in 1956. He earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from Chadron State College in 1961 and 1966, respectively. John
taught and coached in schools at Oshkosh, Pierce, Morrill and Mitchell,
Nebraska. He owned Olympic Athletic Service in Scottsbluff from 1968 to
1983 at which time he moved to Ogallala and became vice president of the
Bank at Keystone. He later became president of the bank.

On November 28, 1986 he married LaVon Cole near the family ranch in
Cherry County.



In 1989, the couple moved to Fort Collins, Colorado where John recertified his
administrative degree at Colorado State University. He became high school
principal at Sidney, Nebraska from 1990 to 1994. He went on to serve as
superintendent at Wilcox Public Schools 1994-1998, Ainsworth Community
Schools 1998-2004, interim superintendent at Alliance Public Schools 2007-
2009 and at Central City Public Schools 2013-2014.

John enjoyed all the time he spent guiding teachers and students and working
with boards of education during his career. He and LaVon retired to Kearney
and made many friends as they became involved in various groups and
activities.

John was a lifetime member of BPOE and Shriner’s International. He served
as Master Mason of Masonic Lodge 136 in Long Pine and President of Rotary
International in Sidney. John was a Charter Board of Director of West
Nebraska All Star Sports in1977 and served as President in 1978. He had
been a member Nebraska Schoolmasters since 1997, serving as President in
2006-07.

He was inducted into the Chadron State College Hall of Fame in 1985. He
was a member of the 1958 undefeated football team, and All Nebraska
College Conference tackle in 1958 and 1959. He was named co-captain of the
football team in 1959 and 1960.

John had a colorful and eventful life and he loved to tell stories of the
shenanigans of his past. His ability to recall names and events from decades
earlier was legendary. No one could tell a story, including all the details, like
John! He and LaVon enjoyed several golf outings to Montana, ldaho,
Wyoming and trips to visit family in San Antonio, Texas and Pennsylvania.

Left to cherish his memory are his loving wife, LaVon, sons Jeff, Greg and



Andy, stepchildren Rebecca and Kent (Amanda), sister Marilyn (Phil) and nine
grandchildren.
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John McLane

January 28, 2023 at 08:01 AM

John had a great life and that figures as he was a great guy. We
had a lot of good times in high school.
John MINNICK

john MINNICK - November 20, 2021 at 06:38 PM

Mr McLane taught both my husband and | while at Garden County
High School on Oshkosh. He was an excellent teacher and person.
Anytime we saw him in years following he always remembered us!
Ron and Marlis Shearer

Ron and Marlis Shearer - November 17, 2021 at 05:29 PM

John hired me as assistant principal at Alliance Middle School a
number of years ago. "l often called him "John Wayne McLane" as
he just had that strong persona about him. He allowed me to spend
a lot of time with him and refused to let me leave school
administration after one year as | wanted to go back to the
classroom...I'm glad he stood his ground with me and kept
encouraging me to stay at it in school administration. John has had
a major impact on my educational career.

Alan Van Tilburg - November 15, 2021 at 09:38 AM



We have known John for many years and always enjoyed seeing
him. Was always a pleasure to see him. Was a good guy with many
amusing stories!

Jim and Charlene Howitt

Charlene Howitt - November 15, 2021 at 09:21 AM

To Lavon and family:
From the Coles in Kansas we want to send to you our deepest

condolences.
We did not get out there to visit often but have know about "John

and Lavon"!
Blessing and our prayers! Dan and Crystal Cole
Dan - November 12, 2021 at 11:42 AM

Alliance Public Schools purchased the Beautiful i
n Blue for the family of John McLane.

Alliance Public Schools - November 11, 2021 at 10:14 AM

So many stories to tell and memories to share. We have been
friends through school, college and life. John is one of a kind and
will be loved and missed by all who knew him.

Rest in peace my friend. Lew and Connie Shoff

Lew & Connie - November 10, 2021 at 02:42 PM
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We share many wonderful memories - many fun (& funny) road trips
together - loved hearing many of his stories over again and
again....he and Dean are no doubt laughing over many of them
now....thanks for the memories - RIP John.

Leah J Schow - November 09, 2021 at 11:34 PM



