
Wanda Cruise
June 19, 1929 - October 22, 2011

Wanda J. Cruise, 82 of Holdrege, died Saturday evening Oct. 22, 2011 at
Holdrege Memorial Homes in Holdrege. A memorial service will be held 11:00
AM, Friday Nov. 11, 2011 at First United Methodist Church in Holdrege. The
Rev. Dale Lambert will officiate. Private interment will be held at the
Williamsburg Cemetery south of Elm Creek. Memorials are suggested to
Holdrege Memorial Homes. On-line condolences maybe submitted to
osrfh.com. O'Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral Home in Kearney is in
charge of arrangements. Wanda was born the second of six children on June
19, 1929 in Sterling, CO to Delbert and Lora (Fellows) Simmerman. Her early
years were spent in Sterling, but later her family moved to a farm in the Elm
Creek area. She attended Elm Creek High School, where she met Dean
Cruise, and the two were united in marriage on Dean's parents farm
southwest of Elm Creek on February 6, 1949. They farmed southwest of Elm
Creek for many years, bringing forth during that time, 3 sons; Robert; Russell;
and Richard. They farmed until 1968 at which time Dean and the family
moved to Loomis to begin an electrical and construction business. Later, Dean
slowed down and ran a lawn sprinkler company until his retirement in 2001.
They moved from Loomis to Kearney in November of 2004 only briefly as
Dean became ill and passed away in March 2005. She then moved back to
the Holdrege area until entering the nursing home in 2010. She will forever be
remembered for her wonderful baked goods and pumpkin pies. She was a
member of the Williamsburg Methodist Church; the Loomis Methodist Church



and First United Methodist Church in Holdrege. She also served on the board
at Holdrege Memorial Homes. She is survived by three sons; Robert and wife
Debra of Lincoln, NE, Russell and wife, Nancy of Loomis, NE and Richard and
wife Rosemary of Chandler, AZ, 6 grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren,
brothers; Wayne of Elm Creek, Harlan and wife, Kay of Elm Creek and Dick
and wife, Myrtle of Overton, sisters, Wilma Jean Keep of Ogallala and Ardis
Refior of Elm Creek and brother-in-law; Dr. Dale Cruise and wife, Helen of
Salem, OR. She preceded in death by her parents, her husband, Dean,
brother-in-law, W.F. Keep of Ogallala; brother-in-law, Donald Refior of Elm
Creek and sister-in-law; Phyllis Simmerman of Elm Creek.
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Wanda Cruise

Bernie Quinn - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

I always felt comfortable with Wanda - she was gracious and kind to
me, expressing her appreciation whenever the smallest of tasks
was done for her. She was such a beautiful lady also - I admired
that it remained important to her to look her best. I am so glad I was
able to meet and know Wanda - I will miss her. Bernie Quinn

Barb and John Bancroft - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

We always enjoyed Wanda and Dean, both as patients and as
friends, as well as her baking. She will be missed by many. Our
sincere condolences. Barb and John Bancroft

Marge Melroy - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

With deepest sympathy in your loss of your Mother, Grandmother &
great-grandmother, Wanda was a remarkable woman with a great
sense of humor. I always enjoyed visisting with her and appreciated
her opinions on many subjects. She always had a smile on her face
and a friendly hi - she will be missed by many. May God's comfort
and strength be with all of you now and the days to come.
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Jean Issler - August 21, 2013 at 05:59 AM

Wanda was in our bridge group for many years. We miss her her
terribly--she was a colorful person and we have many memories of
her. And, of course, when it was her turn to host, the desserts she
served were wonderful. My deepest sympathies to Wanda's family.


