
Winona M. Whitney
June 25, 1921 - July 28, 2016

Winona M. Whitney, 95, of Kearney, died Thursday, July 28, 2016 at Mother
Hull Home. 

 

Funeral services will be at 10 am Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at First United
Methodist Church in Kearney. The Rev. Alan Davis will officiate. Interment will
be in the Kearney Cemetery. Visitation will be from 5-7 pm Monday at O’Brien
Straatmann Redinger Funeral Home. 

Memorials are suggested to First United Methodist Church or to the family for
later designation. 

Winona Maria Whitney was born on June 25, 1921 in Kearney to William N.
and Evelyn (Hyatt) Peterson. She grew up in Kearney and graduated from
Kearney High School in 1939. 

On June 8, 1942 she was united in marriage to Harmon Whitney in Kansas.
The couple made their home in Kearney where she continued to live until her
death. Winona worked as a secretary for First United Methodist Church for 29
years. After retirement she continued to work for the church in various
capacities for over 50 years. Her children will always cherish their memories
of the church youth group trips they were able to make with Winona. In 2008
Winona received the Kearney Freedom Award for Religion. She also sold



advertising for the Kearney Hub and worked at the Kearney Air Base during
WWII. Mr. Whitney preceded her in death in May of 1986. 

Mrs. Whitney was a dedicated and active member of the First United
Methodist Church and was a member of the church choir. She was also a
member of the Sweet Adelines, a volunteer at Good Samaritan Hospital and a
member of the Extension Club for over 50 years. She enjoyed collecting
stuffed bears and was affectionately known as “Care Bear” by many friends
and family. Winona also loved her pets, especially her Yorkie, “Minnie”.
Throughout her life faith and family continued to be the most important
aspects of Winona’s life. 

Winona is survived by her children; Kathy Jensen and husband Terry of North
Loup, Diana Clausen of Kearney, Scott Whitney and wife Sharon of Kearney
and Pat Whitney and wife Valerie of Fremont; 13 grandchildren; 24 great
grandchildren; a brother Bob Peterson of Kearney; a sister, Ramona
Dobberstein of Kearney; a sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Gale and Ollie
Dady of Kearney; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Harmon; twin infant
daughters, Judy and Jacque; two brothers, William and Donald Peterson; and
a sister, Rosalie Hollmann.



Cemetery Details

Kearney Cemetery

4400 Avenue I
Kearney, NE 68847
(308) 233-3244

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 1. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

O'Brien Straatmann Redinger Funeral Homes and Cremations
4115 Ave N
Kearney, NE 68847
(308) 234-3500
info@osrfh.com
https://www.osrfh.com

Funeral Service

AUG 2. 10:00 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
4500 Linden Drive
Kearney, NE 68847

mailto:info@osrfh.com
https://www.osrfh.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 08:01 AM

Winona M. Whitney

tammey frick - August 02, 2016 at 12:17 PM

Tammey Frick lit a candle in memory of
Winona M. Whitney

TF
tammey frick - August 02, 2016 at 12:19 PM

Kathy, so sorry to hear about your Mom. May she now the know the
true meaning of peace.

August 01, 2016 at 10:20 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Winona M. Whitney.

Lana Nicolen - July 30, 2016 at 12:17 PM

Kathy and Terry, Thinking of you during your loss of your mother.
Thoughts and prayers, Mike and Lana Nicolen

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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sally hauff - July 29, 2016 at 07:11 PM

I was saddened to read of Winona's passing. She was truly love in
action with all her years of calling and visiting people. Thousands
were greeted with her encouraging words or a happy birthday song.
She was an example of sharing her beliefs and true kindness and
caring. You can be so proud of such an angel on earth. 

 Sincerely, Sally Hauff

Jim and Laura Connell , Tucson, Az - July 29, 2016 at 05:02
PM

Jim and Laura Connell , Tucson, Az purchased
the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of
Winona M. Whitney.

jim connell - July 29, 2016 at 03:49 PM

My Aunt Winona "Aunt Pete" as we all called her, will always stay in
my memories of someone that always, even at the worst of times,
kept a winning smile and kind word of comfort for anyone that
needed it. She was truly a very strong and happy person and raised
all of her children likewise. She was a great asset to the Whitney
family. I will always remember her giggle and smile. To Kathy,
Diane, Scot, and Patrick we are so sorry for you loss Jim and Laura
Connell

https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.osrfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

